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EPK Supporting commentary

The primary focus of an Electronic Press Kit is to establish a professional digital identity usually used to promote musicians. My EPK is to promote myself as a classical percussionist, offering a concise, accessible resource for potential collaborators, employers or ensemble directors. My EPK focuses on my achievements, educational background and key performances. This helps to communicate my skills and experience in classical music and percussion. I included these so employers can see my enthusiasm for performing and my experience, laid out clearly so ensemble directors know what I have been involved in. 

The structure, starting with a detailed bio, key highlights, contact information, and professional links- is clear and concise on the information that I wish to get across. In a classical music setting a lot of my experience is similar so I chose to highlight important events and performances that make me stand out to other percussionists. The structure I chose is suitable for professional industry standards, as information is direct and suits music professionals who need to scan materials quickly to assess applications. The use of images also adds to break up the information and shows a quick scan into who I am and what I have been involved in. 

As a first-year undergrad student, I have chosen to focus on my musical background, talking about being a part of my youth orchestras and when I took up percussion, and showing my collaborative works with different orchestral works and starting a percussion trio. Even though I do not have an extensive solo portfolio or high-profile engagements, I demonstrate strong foundational development and ambition- pointing towards growth in orchestral and educational roles. A higher level of solo works and performances will hopefully come as I progress through my years and will be something that I can add to my portfolio as experiences happen. I have added photos in my EPK, consisting of, a solo picture of me playing in an orchestra, percussion set up during a Leeds Conservatoire Wind orchestra concert, and our percussion trio during a recorded performance. By using different images, I can show who I am as a baseline performer and some interesting performances that I have been involved in. As a percussionist it is always good to show different variety of genres and set ups, of which I have shown in just a few pictures. Even though I wasn’t able to include videos on my EPK specifically, I have added a google drive link with different videos and clips of different percussion performances I have been involved in. These include videos of highlighted performances mentioned in my EPK and any other relevant performances. To further improve the content in my EPK I could include more solo works including videos, professional pictures/videos, and testimonials or comments from collaborators or conductors. 

The EPK reflects a professional, minimalist aesthetic- which aligns with classical music standards. My choice to mainly include orchestral and collaborative experiences over solo showcases reinforces an ethos of teamwork, professionalism and versatility. My brand balances my younger age and lack of experience with maturity and enthusiasm, demonstrated by; being part of a high youth orchestra, leadership roles within ensembles, performing in established events (Leeds Light Night and Anglo-French conference), and working with top conductors. The inclusion of both Leeds and Kent locations shows regional flexibility and an enthusiasm to perform wherever I can. 
I have decided to create an Instagram account specifically dedicated to my percussion and music. Instagram offers real time audience engagement, which is ideal for building a following and showcasing any music events I participate in. An Instagram account is a good way for businesses and employers to find me and see what I do and get up to. As this is a new account, I only have minimal posts up, but it is a good way to document everything I am involved in a way for employers to see a timeline of progress. It can also be a good platform to promote myself, if I wanted to gain freelance works either as a solo percussionist/drummer or for orchestral dep work. Even though an Instagram account can provide lots of useful tools it is also a good idea to have an EPK as it serves a formal, curated and targeted function. In my case my EPK provides an industry standard reference point, which is crucial for auditions, teaching opportunities, or professional submissions. It allows for a more professional approach and getting employers to see me as a performer and see my resume, especially in a classical music field of work. By having both they form a balanced digital presence and can gain attraction from many different collaborators and employers. 

My primary audience includes- orchestral contractors, ensemble leaders, academic institutions, and collaborative artists. My EPK reflects the standard expectations in the classical and contemporary classical musical field, where concise bios, education background, ensemble experience, and notable collaborations are key. 
Other emerging classical musicians often follow similar templates: highlights, bio, links and contact. What I think stands out in my EPK is my strong ensemble focus rather than soloistic branding, this shows that I am most passionate about collaboration and working with others, and my emphasis on cross- disciplinary work (performances with dancers and international collaborators). However, there is repetitive content (key highlights and bio sections are similar) and there are no direct media embeds, apart from the few images. By changing these few things, I would be able to make my EPK more up to industry standards and be able to compete with other musicians. To evolve further I may analyse EPKs of professional percussionists and classical musicians and draw inspiration from their media integration and aesthetic choices. 

An EPK is a key tool for securing paid work, including: orchestral gigs, teaching roles, and workshops or educational residencies. By targeting a professional audience, my EPK directly supports revenue through visibility and promotion as a musician. 
Creating and maintaining an EPK may include costs such as photography, branding or video editing. However, all the resources I am currently using (such as google drive) are free and costs no money to have my EPK. As my digital footprint and reputation hopefully grow, I must also be mindful of: rights to performance footage when showing videos of performances especially in orchestras, photographer credits, and potential future trademarking of name/brand for teaching or educational purposes. 


During our Group Work in class, we first exchanged ideas on format, content and branding. My initial bio was idea was quite text-heavy and lacked clear structure. One peer suggested using a ‘key highlights’ section that they had mentioned they were using. They suggested that they found it to be the best way to get the most important and best information across clearly. We mentioned that using pictures was a must to get your image and ideas across as a bio might not always show the image that you want. 
After writing our bios’, I reviewed with one of my group members. We spoke about making sure we had strong achievements and wrote about our experience. After she reviewed mine, she suggested I mention specific details of my collaborative work, prompting me to write details of my percussion trio, work with dancers and international musicians. This will better reflect my versatility and identity as a classical percussionist.

In the group work we mentioned researching different musicians aligning with our chosen pathways. One girl mentioned that she looked up other pop singers and made sure that hers followed with theirs and met the industry standard. They spoke about multi-format portfolios: written (bio), visual(pictures) and video were most common.  I found that classical music is more professional than other musical pathways and realised that mine may be more concise and straightforward than those of a pop singer for example. 
We debated the use of different platforms: EPK vs Instagram. I contributed insights saying that starting an Instagram is a good way to reach a wider peer audience and show projects however is isn’t ideal for formal submissions. 

In our discussions we also mentioned how EPKs are used to direct our career. One member of my group spoke about how they play both classical piano as well as keys/sing in a pop band. This led to a discussion about the most important things we should include in our EPKs. We said that as this would be most used for professional applications it should be tailored and specific to whatever career you may be entering. This led me to making sure I included all my orchestral experience and tutoring ambitions as this is what I want to pursue most in my musical career. 

To finish our group feedback, we mentioned to make any improvements we would, make the visual presentation as polished as possible, and include sufficient professional photos and videos. 





